trolled cottage industries, in particular battery recycling. On a global scale, 63% of all processed lead is used in the manufacturing of batteries; as yet, no reliable and practical alternative technology is available (8) . Latin American and Caribbean countries produce or recycle about 14% of the global output of lead and consume about 4% of the total production. Mexico and Peru are the two major exporters. Lead mining and processing still continue to be important occupational hazards. In 1990, the Mexican Social Security Institute reported that lead poisonings ranked third in importance, accounting for about 12% of all reported occupational disease. This figure does not include chronic diseases not easily identified as resulting from lead exposure such as high blood pressure and renal failure (9) .
Other important sources of exposure include the use of lead-glazed pottery, which may release significant quantities of lead into the food. The consumption of flood prepared and/or stored in lead-glazed ceramics is a significant risk factor for elevated lead blood levels among consumers (10 (11) . Lead-based paint is used throughout Latin America and Caribbean countries. The proportion of lead can reach 50% for exterior paint. Lead pigments are also used in children's toys and pencils. In developing countries, lead concentrations in drinking water are rarely tested and its importance as a potential source remains unknown.
Only a few developing countries are aware of the public health importance of lead exposure, and fewer still have begun to update their policies and regulations and expand their operational capabilities to reduce lead exposures. Unfortunately, most still lack the awareness, infrastructure, and technical expertise to cope with the problem.
In conclusion, it is critical to expedite the phaseout of leaded gasoline, but it is equally important to reduce and eliminate other potential sources of exposure. The importance of data collection and research should not preclude countries lacking good information to take preventive steps based on the experiences of others. A better coordinated approach shared by local, national, and international agencies may finally make lead poisoning a completely preventable disease. The XIVth World Congress, to be held in Madrid, aims to be an open forum for all persons involved in risk prevention at work, safety and health safety specialists, occupational health physicians, labour inspectors, persons directly concerned with safety and health at work, including entrepreneurs and managers in enterprises, trade union representatives, manufacturers and importers, as well as heads of public administration and social security administrators.
The main focus of this Congress will be on the consequences for occupational safety and health of processes of international and regional integration (e.g. EU, NAFTA) and of the globalization of economic relations, on an in-depth analysis of chemical risks and on new proposals for cooperation and participation within enterprises. Other specific issues will also be dealt with, such as training and information, control of working conditions or new responsibilities. Special emphasis will be placed on small and mediumsized enterprises and sectors facing specific problems with regard to safety and health at work, such as the construction sector and agriculture. Environmental Health Perspectives * Volume 104, Number 1, January 1996
